the already voluminous literature from Or. Safar's department on this subject, and no new evidence is produced in the efficacy or otherwise of barbiturates. His final sentence " ... the current expansion of CPR . . . to cardiopulmonary cerebral resuscitation ... can make resuscitation a positive force in human evolution" outlines just how committed a position he has taken on brain resuscitation. The concluding chapter, a review by Powner and colleague of decision-making and ethics in brain death and vegetative states is excellent.
The editors have done a remarkable job to correlate the book so rapidly as many of the chapters have references to work published in 1981. There are a few minor spelling errors and the odd major mistake in proofreading such as the omission, in Or. Safar's chapter, of the journal name, volume and year from reference 45.
Despite these minor quibbles and the rather uneven quality of a few chapters, I enjoyed reading this book. However at $78.75 for 268 pages, it is inordinately expensive for a personal library.
I recommend that those interested in brain failure ensure that their hospital library has a copy.
This book reviews current concepts about pathophysiology and anaesthetic management of patients with heart disease and/or hypertension. It contains seven chapters by well-known authors who have made major contributions in this field.
The first chapter deals with the pathophysiolosy of hypertension and ischaemic heart disease. It includes a good discussion of vascular structural adaptation and the role of the renin-angiotension-aldosterone system in hypertension. It also discusses the cardiac consequences of hypertension and its relation to atheromatous vascular disease. Subsequent sections deal with the pathogenesis of atheroma and the relationship between myocardial oxygen supply and demand in ischaemic heart disease.
Chapter two reviews drug therapy of hypertension, ischaemic heart disease, and arrythmias. This chapter is practical in its approach and although the material presented will be familiar to most anaesthetists it nevertheless collects the information in a concise and very readable form.
Chapter three deals with the surgical treatment of coronary artery disease. This material is rarely seen in anaesthesia reviews but is very important for those anaesthetists either involved in heart surgery or anaesthesia for patients who have had heart surgery in the past. Some of the comments on anaesthetic management in this section are oversimplified and I feel would have been better left to later chapters.
Chapter four deals with pre-operative assessment of patients with cardiac disease presenting for non-cardiac surgery. I found this chapter is little hard to read. It is overfull of useful information some of which was treated in depth and some of which was superficial. In view of the breadth of the subject, however, one must appreciate the authors' problem of staying within the publisher's restrictions.
Chapter five is a gem and to this reviewer was the best chapter in the book. Prof. Sonntag presents his excellent work on the actions of anaesthetics on the coronary circulation in normal subjects and patients with ischaemic heart disease. The material is elegantly presented and should be recommended reading for all anaesthetists. It is interesting to speculate how he convinced normal unpremedicated volunteers to take part in what must have been a hazardous investigation but the information collected is in my view invaluable.
Chapter six by loel Kaplan is again an excellent review of the anaesthetic management of patients presenting for heart surgery. It appears in part to summarise his book 'Cardiac Anesthesia' and as such could well act as a primer for anaesthetists involved in heart surgery.
The last chapter deals with the principles underlying anaesthetic management of patients with hypertension or heart disease presenting for non-cardiac surgery. It is a mine of information with helpful figures in appropriate places and presented in a very readable style.
As a whole this volume appears more as a series of monographs on the subject than a completely integrated review or textbook. It is unfortunate that this approach appears to have led to a certain amount of repetition. For example, five out of seven chapters have similar sections on beta-receptor antagonists, and three chapters deal extensively with the physiological balance between oxygen supply and demand. While the concepts are worth re-emphasising I feel they are a little overdone. In summary the authors have collected together much useful information that would otherwise be difficult to gather, and they have presented their concepts with a clarify that reflects both their depth of knowledge and their contributions in this field. I highly recommend this book. , [11] [12] [13] Mitcham, Vic. 3132; $17.90; pp. 283 ; 230 x 155. This text of nearly 300 pages attempts to encompass all aspects of Neonatology and Neonatal Intensive Care as do the larger reference texts. It accomplishes this feat by a staccato, precied approach. Many important statements are made without explanation and words or phrases included without comment. Although it is offered as "a summary of therapeutic practices" or as "working guidelines" for residents and students, one requires a much greater depth of knowledge to be able to get value from the text. I feel that junior staff will tend to use such manuals as "cookbooks" without proper understanding. Unfortunate errors in drug dosage such as 1-2 mg/kg/min of tolazoline (page 144) instead of 1-2 mg/kg/hr make the text a dangerous proposition for those who use it as such.
It is gratifying to see such emphasis placed on techniques of respiratory support and the application of techniques accepted in the intensive care of older children to neonates. The text also contains many useful tables and Anaesthesia and Inlcm'il' (' lllre, Vol. X, No. 3, Augl/\{, 1982 figures that can be used for ready reference. It seems likely that this text has lost much in translation and I do not feel that it offers any major advantage over the numerous text books originating from the English literature. ALAN The Club of Mainz is made up of a number of experts whose interests lie in the provision of medical care to victims of disasters. The Club was initially proposed by Rudolf Frey of Mainz and the first International Congress on Disaster Medicine was held in 1977. This is the second of two volumes which record the majority of papers presented at that Congress, and concern "Resuscitation and Life Support" and "Relief of Pain and Suffering". At the outset, Peter Safar of Pittsburg noted that the principle aim of the Congress was to explore the life-saving impact early resuscitation and critical care life support could make in mass disasters. Subsequent papers from world experts and providers of health care suggested ways and means by which this could be achieved. The volume is divided into three sections -the first consists of papers dealing with Resuscitation and Life Support. These are presented in a logical order and hence deal initially with training in basic support to both the general community and special groups and explore the possibilities of more advanced life support and the use of specific therapy. The second section related to the Relief of Pain and Suffering in Disaster situations. J .S. Zorab of Bristol, presenting first an overall review of the topic with an outline of methods of pain relief currently available. Subsequent papers dealt in great detail with techniques and methods which various authors have found useful in their own local environment. This reviewer found the papers by H. Epstein, entitled The "Tri-Service" Anaesthetic and Resuscitation System, most absorbing. It gives those of us who work in the sheltered environment of modern operating theatres, expert advice on how to set up and administer anaesthesia under field conditions. The free papers which make
